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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ARTOWN WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS AHEAD OF ITS 31ST SEASON

RENO, Nev. —Artown has welcomed new members Ana Lauren Cérdova de Garcia, Teysha
Harbin, and Bethany Sam to its Board of Directors as the organization prepares for its 31st
season celebrating arts and culture across Northern Nevada. With these additions, Artown’s
Board of Directors now includes 12 members whose collective experience spans the arts,
business, public service, and community leadership.

Board members generously donate their time and expertise because they believe in the power
of the arts to enrich lives and strengthen communities. Their leadership helps ensure that
Artown continues to offer an unforgettable July filled with exceptional and enjoyable arts
experiences.

New Board Members

Ana Lauren Cérdova de Garcia, originally from Santa Cruz, Bolivia, is an attorney,
entrepreneur, and co-owner of Brasserie Saint James in Reno. She brings experience in cultural
programming and event production, having organized festivals, concerts, and large scale
community events in South America and the United States.

Teysha Harbin is a multidisciplinary artist and senior federal program manager with more than
22 years of experience with the Department of Veterans. Alongside her professional career, she
maintains an active artistic practice spanning painting, singing, and welding, with a focus on
large scale abstract acrylic work.

Bethany Sam works for the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony and brings strong communication and
community engagement experience to the board. She is committed to strengthening
connections between Artown and the broader community, including the local tribal community
and regional partner organizations.

Board Leadership
Artown’s Board of Directors is led by Co-Chairs Chris Galli and Meredith Tanzer.
Chris Galli, a fifth generation Nevadan and Vice President of Relocation for Dickson Realty, is

dedicated to improving quality of life in Northern Nevada and expanding opportunities for
residents to experience the region’s cultural offerings.

Meredith Tanzer, founder of the award winning La Bussola boutique, has long supported local
artists and creative entrepreneurs. She later opened HeartSpot Gallery, Deuce, and Tree House
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Lounge, helping create spaces where artists could showcase their work and build sustainable
careers.

Deane Albright, Artown’s Treasurer, founded a CPA firm in 1976 that grew into one of the
region’s largest accounting practices. Over the past five decades he has also been involved in
several business ventures including Brasserie Saint James Restaurant, Sierra Wellness
Connection, and Reno Seed Fund.

David Lan, Artown’s Secretary, is a technology entrepreneur and nonprofit advocate. He has
also supported large scale art installations through his involvement with Burning Man, where he
assists international teams bringing interactive art to the playa.

Board Members
Artown’s Board of Directors also includes accomplished professionals and community advocates who
bring a wide range of experience and perspectives to the organization.

Dr. Craig Conrath, a retired medical oncologist and founding member of Cancer Care
Specialists, has long supported music and the arts. Growing up in a musical family, he has
helped introduce emerging musical groups to Reno audiences and continues to champion
regional arts programming.

Gabrielle Enfield serves Washoe County in the Office of the County Manager and leads the
Community Reinvestment Division. She spearheaded the Washoe ArTrail, a 200-mile public art
and cultural heritage trail developed in collaboration with Burning Man and community partners,
and oversees multiple county arts and culture initiatives.

Patricia Meidell is a Certified Financial Planner and Chairman of the Board of American Wealth
Management. Before becoming a financial advisor, she taught high school for 17 years and has
remained active in community service and nonprofit leadership.

Dr. Lauren Schwarz is Associate Dean for Institutional Wellness at the University of Nevada,
Reno School of Medicine, where she serves as a clinical neuropsychologist and Chief Wellness
Officer. Recently relocating to Reno with her family, she values the role of the arts in fostering
creativity, wellness, and community connection.

Cathy Trachok, a Reno native and former educator, has dedicated much of her life to nonprofit
service. She has held leadership roles with the Suzuki Music Association of Reno-Tahoe, Sage
Ridge School Parent Association, Catholic Charities of Northern Nevada, Sierra Nevada Ballet,
and the Community Health Alliance Foundation.
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For more information about Artown’s Board of Directors, visit www.artown.org/about/board/

About Artown:
Founded in 1996, Artown has grown to become one of the largest arts and culture festivals in the western
United States, attracting thousands of attendees to their Spring and Fall Encore Series and their highly
anticipated summer festival. Each July, Artown transforms Reno, Nevada into a bustling hub of artistic
activity, offering something for everyone to enjoy. The month-long programming offers over 500 events
with a wide range of artistic disciplines, including music, dance, theater, visual arts, literature, and more.
From world-class performances by renowned artists to intimate workshops and community events,
Artown offers an unparalleled opportunity to explore and engage with the arts in all its forms. For more
information about Artown, including upcoming events and how to get involved, visit artown.org.
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