
 
 

 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ARTOWN UNVEILS 2025 ARTWORK AND PREVIEWS HISTORIC 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL LINEUP AND SURPRISES 

 
Artown’s milestone celebration features 650+ events, international collaborations, the 

biggest little book in history and more 
 

 
Official 2025 Artwork | Sizzle Reel | Images and interview with Executive Director, Beth 

Macmillan HERE 
 
(Reno, Nev. - May 1, 2025)  Artown Reno’s premier celebration of arts and culture, 
has officially unveiled its 2025 festival artwork, created by talented local artist Connor 
Fogal, and announced the headlining acts for its highly anticipated July festival. 
From a memorable reunion of a legendary Reno band to Grammy-winning 
performers, this year’s lineup offers a dynamic mix of talent—perfectly suited for 
Artown’s 30th anniversary celebration. The 2025 Artown website went live with all the 
events on May 1 st. 
 
“As we commemorate 30 years, Artown has shown that a community rich in the arts 
creates a place where residents and tourists love to gather and experience the arts in 
its many forms. Our accomplishments are a result of funders, residents, tourists and, 
most importantly, artists merging to create a landscape that makes us all proud to 
live, work and play in northern Nevada,” said Beth Macmillan, Artown’s executive 
director. 
 
“For 30 years, Artown has championed the belief that art is not a privilege, but a 
fundamental human experience,” said Meredith Tanzer, Artown board co-chair. “And 
each year, it continues to be a month of discovery for me, where I find new artists to 
support, music to love, and venues to enjoy, all while celebrating its dedication to 
accessibility through performers and exhibits that connect our community and 
showcase our area to visitors.” 
 
Adding to the excitement, the festival will showcase the Spirit Animal Project—a 
monumental public art installation from Mexico—featuring 22-foot-tall alebrijes on 
display throughout downtown Reno for the entire month of July.  
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-ClSskSTXdvnKONKDIq7eLNWqNZIx8GX?usp=sharing


 
 

 
 

 
 
In addition to the exciting lineup of artists, Artown proudly unveiled the official 
artwork for the 2025 Festival. Created by Connor Fogal. 
 
“I wanted to showcase our beautiful city with our beautiful desert sunset. It was the 
best experience ever just because they just saw me and my skills not the wheelchair 
nor the disability.”.- Connor Fogal 
 
 
Don't miss your chance to experience the magic of Artown's 2025 Festival with 
HEADLINER ARTISTS: 
 
July 3rd - Pink Martini: A Reno favorite also celebrating their 30th anniversary. A 
night not to be missed. 
 
July 20th - Michael Kaeshammer: Audience members will sit on the edge of their 
seats watching him master the keys.  The will then sit back and listen to his glorious 
voice singing boogie woogie and the blues. 
 
July 24th - Rhiannon Giddens: A two-time GRAMMY Award-winning singer and 
multi-instrumentalist, MacArthur “Genius” grant recipient, Pulitzer Prize winner, and 
composer of opera, ballet, and film, Giddens has centered her work around the 
mission of lifting up people whose contributions to American musical history have 
previously been overlooked or erased, and advocating for a more accurate 
understanding of the country’s musical origins through art. 
 
July 26th - The Steeldrivers: Reno audiences LOVE great bluegrass.  Steeldrivers will 
bring audience members from near and far.  Such a great band. 
 
July 29th - Michael Cavanaugh: Billy Joel hand picked Michael to play him in the hit 
musical "Movin' Out".  Michael is sensational. 
 

And mark your calendar for some of Artown’s Executive Director’s favorite picks 
of 2025! 

 

Standout Performance & Iconic Women: I am very excited to see Rhiannon Giddens 
& The Old-Time Revue.  She is a folk singer with a pure and powerful voice. NPR 



 
 

 
 

 
named her one of its 25 Most Influential Women Musicians 
of the 21st Century.  She is a multi grammy award winner and a multi-instrumentalist 
MacArthur "Genius" grant recipient.  When we presented Martha Graham earlier this 
year, she had composed one of the pieces that they danced to.  

 

Extraordinary Male Artists: Our closing night artist, Clarence Bekker, is the lead 
singer of Playing for Change who closed the Artown festival in 2011. I had to 
opportunity to watch him perform in his hometown of Barcelona recently.  He has an 
enigmatic personality on stage, tells a moving story in his music, all while taking the 
audience on a blues, rock, reggae, jazz journey.  This is an admission free show, not to 
be missed 

 

Remarkable Ensembles: Our opening night, Sol Jibe consists of a group of 
homegrown musicians from Reno who disbanded about 10 years ago and we have 
brought them back together for a reunion performance on the opening night of 
Artown's 30th anniversary. Since Sol Jibe, all of them have gone onto their own 
musical careers and we are so proud to honor their talents and bring our community 
together to hear an encore performance of where they all began as professional 
artist. 

 

Children’s Programming: Circus Bella, a one-ring family cirque style circus, returns 
to the Reno Public Market for 3 performances and Artown’s children’s program, 
Discover the Arts, continues every weekday. 

 
Visit artown.org to learn more about Artown’s July 2025 Festival.  

 
 
Artown PR Contact: Claudia Castañeda | 775-379-7619 | 
claudia@icmediastrategy.com 
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​ ​ About Artown: 
Founded in 1996, Artown has grown to become one of the largest arts and culture festivals in the 
western United States, attracting thousands of attendees to their Spring and Fall Encore Series and 
their highly anticipated summer festival. Each July, Artown transforms Reno, Nevada into a bustling hub 
of artistic activity, offering something for everyone to enjoy. The month-long programming offers over 
500 events with a wide range of artistic disciplines, including music, dance, theater, visual arts, literature, 
and more. From world-class performances by renowned artists to intimate workshops and community 
events, Artown offers an unparalleled opportunity to explore and engage with the arts in all its forms. 
For more information about Artown, including upcoming events and how to get involved, visit 
artown.org. 

http://artown.org

