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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Artown Kicks Off Its 30th Anniversary with Martha Graham Dance 
Company’s Monumental 100th Anniversary Celebration 

 
Featuring a special opening performance by the University of Nevada’s Department of 

Theatre & Dance with a restaging of Graham’s experimental work, Panorama (1935) 
 

Artown introduces “Choose What You Pay” tickets starting at $5, available January 6th. 
 

VIDEO and IMAGES here 
 
Reno, NV – Artown proudly begins its 30th year of bringing world-class arts and 
culture to Reno with an extraordinary celebration of the Martha Graham Dance 
Company’s 100th anniversary. This monumental event showcases the oldest dance 
company in the United States and one of the most celebrated dance companies in 
the world, featuring iconic works that highlight Martha Graham’s groundbreaking 
contributions to the art of dance.   
 
As part of this historic performance, local dancers from the University of Nevada’s 
Department of Theatre & Dance will open the program with a special restaging of 
Graham’s experimental work, Panorama (1935). This collaboration highlights the 
strong partnership between Artown and the University showcasing their shared 
commitment to supporting and celebrating the arts.  
 
“It is an honor to work and perform with one of the most prestigious dance 
companies in the world, one that will enhance the experience of our students and 
speaks to showcase of the performing arts while partnering with the entire 
community. The University of Nevada is proud to be a partner in this effort. I wish to 
thank Beth Macmillan and Artown for this eagerly anticipated opportunity to 
showcase the many talents of our students and our College of Liberal Arts.” 
the excellence of our dance program," said UNR’s President Brian Sandoval. “For 
three decades, Artown has given Northern Nevada an incredible  
Martha Graham, often regarded as a primal artistic force of the 20th century, 
revolutionized dance with her 181 ballets and pioneering techniques, leaving an 
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indelible mark on the art form. Her influence continues to inspire artists worldwide, 
making this centennial celebration a once-in-a-lifetime event.   
 
The GRAHAM100 program in Reno will feature a spectacular lineup of works:   

●​ CAVE (2022): Choreographed by Hofesh Shechter, a bold and contemporary 
masterpiece.   

●​ DARK MEADOWSUITE (1946): Choreography and costumes by Martha 
Graham, showcasing her signature style.   

●​ RODEO: Choreographed by Agnes de Mille with music by Aaron Copland, a 
timeless celebration of American heritage.   

 
“Kicking off Artown’s 30th anniversary with the Martha Graham Dance Company’s 
centennial celebration is an incredible honor,” said Artown Executive Director Beth 
Macmillan. “This event embodies the spirit of Artown, bringing together local talent 
and iconic artistry to inspire and captivate our community.”   
 
To make the celebration even more accessible, Artown is introducing a special 
“Choose What You Pay” ticket deal starting January 6th, with options starting at just 
$5. This initiative ensures everyone can join in this monumental event and 
experience the transformative power of the arts. 
 
This event is is exclusively sponsored by the E.L. Wiegand Foundation.  To purchase 
tickets, visit Artown.org  
 

About Artown: 
Founded in 1996, Artown has grown to become one of the largest arts and culture festivals in the 
western United States, attracting thousands of attendees to their Spring and Fall Encore Series and 
their highly anticipated summer festival. Each July, Artown transforms Reno, Nevada into a bustling hub 
of artistic activity, offering something for everyone to enjoy. The month-long programming offers over 
500 events with a wide range of artistic disciplines, including music, dance, theater, visual arts, literature, 
and more. From world-class performances by renowned artists to intimate workshops and community 
events, Artown offers an unparalleled opportunity to explore and engage with the arts in all its forms. 
For more information about Artown, including upcoming events and how to get involved, visit 
artown.org. 
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