
 
 

 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ARTOWN KICKS OFF SPIRIT ANIMAL EXHIBIT WITH VIBRANT PRESS 
CONFERENCE AND CULTURAL CELEBRATION 

The 30th anniversary of Artown begins with music, dance, and monumental art in 
downtown Reno 

 
Video and Images here 

 
 
(Reno, Nev. - June 30th, 2025)  Artown, Reno’s premier arts and culture festival, 
officially launched its 30th anniversary celebration today with a spirited press 
conference and live performance at the Pioneer Center Plaza. The event featured the 
unveiling of the Spirit Animal Exhibit, a stunning outdoor installation rooted in 
Mexican tradition. Known as Alebrijes (ah-leh-BREE-hehs), these vibrant sculptures 
represent Spirit Animals, or Nahuales, mystical guides like jaguars or owls believed to 
protect and empower.  
 
The press conference began with a lively performance by Ballet Folklórico Pueblo 
Nuevo, setting the tone for a morning that highlighted Artown’s commitment to 
community, culture, and creativity.  
 
Dennyse Sewell, Executive Director of the Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts, 
welcomed us and introduced Artown Executive Director Beth Macmillan, who 
reflected on the organization’s journey over the last three decades. 
 
With 30 years of experience, we’ve seen firsthand how public art can transform a 
community—sparking imagination and connection. Since 2019, we’ve been working 
on this exhibit, and now, the magnificent Spirit Animals from Mexico City have 
finally arrived. We invite the entire community to join us in celebrating this 
extraordinary moment—and Artown’s 30th anniversary—at the Historic Post Office, 
Wild River Grille and The Pioneer Center Plaza.  
 
Bernie Carter, representing Reno’s historic Post Office, reflected on the festival’s roots 
and invited the public to visit The Basement Reno to view the original alebrijes 
crafted by Oaxacan artists that inspired the monumental sculptures. He also 
encouraged families to participate in children’s Spirit Animal workshops held every 
Saturday in July at 3:00 PM and 4:00 PM. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1kLOcLvqrjwK5_gJo-6MZQMrVYjXIbsnB
https://www.nahualesfromoaxaca.com.mx/artistas.html
https://artown.org/event-details.asp?ID=7285


 
 

 
 

 
 
Hillary Schieve, Reno Mayor, talked about the City of Reno’s longtime support and 
partnership of Artown and applauded the Nevada Arts Council for stepping in to 
support during these federal cuts. 
 
 
Additionally, Reno Vice Mayor Kathleen Taylor, Councilman Miguel Martinez, and 
Washoe County Commissioners Mariluz Garcia and Clara Andriola shared their 
excitement in helping make this public art installation a reality during Artown’s 30th 
anniversary celebration. 
 
Romain Greco, exhibit producer, shared the artistic vision behind the alebrijes and 
spoke about their meaning in Mexican culture and the collaborative craftsmanship 
required to bring them to life. 
 
“The Artown Festival was the first one to show a very strong interest in this project. 
We are so glad to be part of the anniversary celebration. 
 
“Nahuals and alebrijes: fantasy animals of Mexico” is aimed at building cultural, 
political, and commercial bridges, and promoting the preservation of the natural 
and cultural heritage of Oaxaca and Mexico City. 
 
The huge scale of the fanciful alebrijes, illuminated at night,  will take the event to 
an even more magical level.” 
 
The Spirit Animal Exhibit will remain on public view through July 31, 2025, offering 
residents and visitors the opportunity to engage with large-scale cultural art 
installations and enjoy Artown’s full slate of more than 600 events throughout the 
month. 
 
 

Visit artown.org to explore the full 2025 calendar 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nvartscouncil.org/
http://artown.org


 
 

 
 

 
 

Artown PR Contact: Ivet Contreras | 775-815-8821 | ic@icmediastrategy.com 
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                                   About Artown: 

 
Founded in 1996, Artown has grown to become one of the largest arts and culture festivals in the 
western United States, attracting thousands of attendees to their Spring and Fall Encore Series and 
their highly anticipated summer festival. Each July, Artown transforms Reno, Nevada into a bustling hub 
of artistic activity, offering something for everyone to enjoy. The month-long programming offers over 
500 events with a wide range of artistic disciplines, including music, dance, theater, visual arts, literature, 
and more. From world-class performances by renowned artists to intimate workshops and community 
events, Artown offers an unparalleled opportunity to explore and engage with the arts in all its forms. 
For more information about Artown, including upcoming events and how to get involved, visit 
artown.org. 

http://artown.org

