
 
 

 
 

 
 

MEDIA ADVISORY: 
 

ARTOWN INVITES MEDIA TO THE OFFICIAL KICK-OFF OF THE 22-FOOT-HIGH 
SPIRIT ANIMALS EXHIBIT IN DOWNTOWN RENO 

RSVP by responding to this email 

More information here. 

WHAT:  Join Artown and local leaders for a press conference to celebrate the 
breathtaking public art installation of eight colossal Spirit Animal sculptures crafted 
in Mexico. These 22-foot-high fantastical creatures, blending elements of real and 
mythical animals, will take over Downtown Reno in July during Artown’s 30th 
anniversary. Rooted in Mexican tradition, these vibrant, larger-than-life 
sculptures—known as Alebrijes (ah-leh-BREE-hehs)—represent Spirit Animals, or 
Nahuales, mystical guides like jaguars or owls believed to protect and empower. 
They celebrate culture, creativity, and the enduring power of imagination. 

WHEN: June 30, 9:30 AM 

WHERE: Pioneer Center Plaza, 100 S Virginia St, Reno, NV 

Note: Remarks will be given by Artown leadership; Dennyse Sewell, executive 
director of the Pioneer Center; Reno Mayor Hillary Schieve; City Council Members 
Kathleen Taylor and Miguel Martinez; Washoe County Commissioner Alexis Hill; 
Artown founder and Basement Reno owner Bernie Carter; and Romain Greco, the 
exhibit’s producer. 

Interviews will be available in Spanish and English 

 
PLEASE RSVP TO: Ivet Contreras | 775-815-8821 | ic@icmediastrategy.com​  

About Artown: 
 
Founded in 1996, Artown has grown to become one of the largest arts and culture festivals in 
the western United States, attracting thousands of attendees to their Spring and Fall Encore 
Series and their highly anticipated summer festival. Each July, Artown transforms Reno, 
Nevada into a bustling hub of artistic activity, offering something for everyone to enjoy. The 
month-long programming offers over 500 events with a wide range of artistic disciplines, 
including music, dance, theater, visual arts, literature, and more. From world-class 
performances by renowned artists to intimate workshops and community events, Artown 
offers an unparalleled opportunity to explore and engage with the arts in all its forms. For 
more information about Artown, including upcoming events and how to get involved, visit 
artown.org. 
 

https://artown.org/spirit-animals/
http://artown.org

